
OFFICE LOCATIONS 

Moonachie, NJ (201-478-4600) * Long Beach, CA (562-435-2327) * Schaumburg, IL (630-860-0782) * Irving, TX (972-536-9192) * Jacksonville, FL (904-240-3183) 

    USA DOMESTIC GROUND AND AIR OPERATIONS                                                                                                  3PL LOCATIONS 

                           Plymouth, MA    (508-746-1662)                                                                                                        City of Industry, CA * Bensenville, IL * Fairview, NJ (Central Ops) 

www.shipamerican.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 New SOLAS Container Weight Verification Requirements – Effective July 1st 2016 
 

New  Relevant Links: 

http://www.shipamerican.com/post/infographic.jpg 
http://www.shipamerican.com/post/solas_article_by_joc_12102015.pdf 
http://www.shipamerican.com/post/solas_vgm_industry_faqs_dec_2015_us_letter_web.pdf 

  
In November 2014, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) adopted mandatory amendments to the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Chapter VI, Part A, Regulation 2, Cargo information. The SOLAS convention will 
govern how international carriers and port terminals operators will be required to comply with. This new international convention 
affects all parties in the supply chain so please read carefully.  
 
The SOLAS amendments become effective on 1 July 2016 for packed containers received for transportation (gate-in or off-rail). 
They place a requirement on the shipper of a packed container, regardless of who packed the container, to verify and provide the 
container’s gross verified weight to the ocean carrier and port terminal representative prior to it being loaded onto a ship. A 
verified container weight will be a condition for loading a packed container aboard a vessel for export. The vessel operator and the 
terminal operator are required to use verified container weights in vessel stowage plans and are prohibited from loading a packed 
container aboard a vessel for export if the container does not have a verified container weight. 
 
Complete requirements including any exceptions can be found at the URL’s listed below however we highlight the following areas:  
 
Methods of verification: 

- Method 1: Upon the conclusion of packing and sealing a container and using calibrated and certified equipment, the 
shipper may weigh, or have arranged that a third party weigh, the packed container.  

- Method 2: The shipper (or, by arrangement of the shipper, a third party) may weigh all packages and cargo items, 
including the mass of pallets, dunnage and other packing and securing material to be packed in the container, and 
add the tare mass of the container to the sum of the single masses of the container’s contents.  

 
The party packing the container cannot use the weight somebody else has provided, except where the cargo has been previously 
weighed and that weight is clearly and permanently marked on the surface of the goods. 

 
For the shipper’s weight verification to be compliant with the SOLAS requirements, it must be “signed”, meaning a specific person 
representing the shipper must be named and identified as having verified the accuracy of the weight calculation on behalf of the 
shipper. 
 
If a carrier or terminal operator has reason to believe that the verified weight of the container provided by the shipper is significantly 

in error, they may take such steps as may be appropriate in the interest of safety to determine what the accurate weight is. If a packed 

container is received at a port facility for export without a verified gross weight, it shall not be loaded on a vessel until a verified 

gross weight is obtained. The measures and associated costs that may be taken to obtain such a verified weight for a container will 

most certainly passed on to the shipper. 

 

SOLAS requires that a container with a gross mass exceeding its maximum permitted gross mass may not be loaded onto a 

ship. 

 

A summary of the SOLAS convention (highly recommend reading) can be found (here). 
The full text of the SOLAS convention can be found (here). 
 
If you have any questions or require assistance in order to comply, contact us via info@shipamercan.com.   

 
 

AMERICAN SHIPPING COMPANY 

 “News Flash” 

November 19 , 2015 (Updated December 18, 2015) 

http://www.shipamerican.com/
http://www.shipamerican.com/post/infographic.jpg
http://www.shipamerican.com/post/solas_article_by_joc_12102015.pdf
http://www.shipamerican.com/post/solas_vgm_industry_faqs_dec_2015_us_letter_web.pdf
http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/WSC_Guidelines_for_Implementing_the_SOLAS_Container_Weight_Verification_Requirement.pdf
http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/SOLAS_CHAPTER_VI_Regulation_2_Paragraphs_4-6.pdf
mailto:info@shipamercan.com

