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OCEAN CARRIERS POSTPONE PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE 
 

As of late yesterday, almost every ocean carrier either postponed or cancelled the Port Congestion Surcharge. 

 

As a reminder, the levied surcharges would have been as follows:  

  

        USD 800 per 20’container/20’ Reefer 

        USD 1000 per 40’container 

        USD 1125 per 40’ High Cube/40’ High Cube Reefer 

         USD 1266 per 45’container  

 

For Less than Container Load or LCL cargo, applicable amounts will be pro-rated based on a per Cubic Meter 

(CBM) basis or per revenue ton whichever is greater as LCL is usually rated.  

 

The lines suspending their surcharges did not reveal the reasoning behind the move. But the Nov. 14 

announcements drew immediate ire from the FMC, the U.S maritime regulatory agency, and importers. 

Shippers were most upset about the sudden implementation, as most carriers announced on Nov. 14 with a Nov. 

17 implementation date. 

 

The reasoning behind carriers' push to shore up losses are clear. A survey of members of the Transpacific 

Stabilization Agreement showed lines are incurring losses and expenses because of blanked sailings, skipped 

port calls and speedup of existing vessels or chartering of added ships and equipment to maintain schedules. 

The carriers are also racking up additional fuel costs from having to wait at sea for the chance to berth. As of 

Tuesday morning, there were eight container ships at anchor off the coast of Los Angeles-Long Beach, down 

from seven Monday, according to the Marine Exchange of Southern California. Shoreside costs include 

container detention and storage charges, overtime costs for labor, extended gate hours and fees, tug services and 

increased trucking charges relating to inter-terminal transfers, the TSA said. 

 

The FMC said Monday it had received numerous inquiries from shippers frustrated with the proposed 

surcharges. Most carriers have said labor slowdowns were the main reason for congestion, prompting the 

surcharges, but shippers and the FMC questioned whether labor unrest can be blamed for congestion that was 

already at its peak nearly a month ago. 

 

While it is still unclear is whether the ocean liners will implement a Port Congestion Fee (PCS) at a later date. It 

is rumored that the implementation of the fee was not handled within the requirements of FMC regulation. That 

said, the liners may just be getting their regulatory “ducks in a row” before implementing once again.  

 

We will continue to monitor the situation and report any new developments. If you have any questions or wish 

to discuss alternative routing please contact your sales representative, Customer Service or your AIC 

representative to discuss options we have available.  We appreciate your continued support. 
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