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China Confirms Containerized Shipments from USA are Subject to Anti-Zika Regulations  
Earlier this month, Chinese officials announced that they would regulate containerized shipments 
entering China from countries considered a threat as a result of the Zika Virus. Such shipments would 
need a Mosquito Eradication Certificate and without one, would be subject to quarantine and 
fumigation upon arrival. 
 
The U.S. was recently added to the import restriction list of countries involving the threat of the Zika 
Virus and mainly as a result of the increasing cases in Florida along with other states being watched for 
potential threats of active Aedes mosquitoes that carry the virus. 
 
However, the Foreign Commercial Service (part of the International Trade Administration), has 
outlined the requirements as reviewed between the Director General of China’s Inspection and 
Quarantine Ministry together with the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, that have softened the original 
requirements. One major agreement was the use of less expensive and time saving “disinsection” 
methods, instead of fumigation. 
 
Here are the main details to understand when preparing containerized containers for export to China, 
as provided by U.S. Government officials on Thursday, August 18, 2016. 
 
 Commodities kept at 15 degrees C or 59 degrees F or below are exempt from the Zika 

requirements. 
 
 Disinsection does not require fumigation. Disinsection can be carried out by physical or 

chemical means. For physical, this could include trapping, air curtains, or other integrated 
pest management techniques. For chemical, this could include surface spraying, space 
spraying, or fumigation. It is the shipper's choice, but should take into account human health 
and safety. 

 
 No official government stamp is needed on a mosquito eradication certificate issued prior to 

departure. Containers covered by such a certificate do not need to be fumigated. 
 

 If an entire vessel was fumigated before or after being loaded, each container would not 
need to be fumigated. 

 
 Cargo that left the U.S. before the program was implemented Aug. 5 is exempt from 

fumigation. Any shipment thereafter, is subject to quarantine and fumigation at the arrival port 
in China. 

 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your Customer Service 
Representative, Sales Person or your usual contact party. 
 

 
 

AMERICAN SHIPPING COMPANY 
 “News Flash” 

August 19, 2016 

http://www.shipamerican.com/

