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DATE:  July 28, 2015 

 

 
 

GSP Refund Process Update 
Courtesy of:  Meeks, Sheppard, Leo & Pillsbury  

 

Customs has issued their guidance on implementing GSP and obtaining duty refunds. The dates summarized in 

our earlier bulletin are unchanged: July 29, 2015 - entries claiming GSP accepted duty free; claims for pre-July 

29th entries must be filed by December 28
th

 2015. 

 

CBP added the following specific guidance on the claim process: 

 

CBP will automatically liquidate or re-liquidate all effected entries and issue refunds for entries filed with a 

GSP Special Program Indicator or "SPI" (A, A+ or A*) from 8/1/13 to 7/28/15. 

 

a) American Shipping Co. Inc. will be tracking all potential GSP entries to ensure this happens.  

b) IF liquidations or re-liquidations are not evident or cannot be confirmed by 2/1/15 we are recommending 

that a protest be filed to secure the refund.  American Shipping Co. Inc. will charge $75.00 per protest and 

we ca place up to 5 import entries on said protest. Please contact your CSR to advise if you wish us to take 

this action. 

 

CBP states that refunds will be paid without interest. 

 

OVERALL CLIENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

- Care should be taken to ensure that the imported goods meet GSP substantial transformation and value 

added requirements. American Shipping Co. Inc. relies on our clients knowledge of their product to 

ensure that their products being imported from a GSP eligible country does in fact meet the GSP 

requirements for duty free entry. If there is any doubt or question please contact your CSR. 

- Prior to claiming, it is recommended that there be a confirmation with the supplier of 1) GSP eligibility, 

and 2) 5 year recordkeeping supporting the claim. Sourcing in a GSP country does not, alone, ensure 

eligibility. 

 

CBP Guidance and FAQ's are available by clicking (here).  

 

The CBP guidance was also published July 28, 2015 in the Federal register. Click (here)  

 

We are available to assist you in your retroactive GSP claim process and to review GSP eligibility.  

Please contact your CSR for further support or if you have any further questions as needed. 
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