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 Verified Gross Mass (VGM) Document or Enhanced Packing List 

Simple SOP - effective for July 1st, 2016 (LESS THAN 40 DAYS TO GO!) 
Effective for all vessels departing on or after July 1st 2016, and affecting all shipments to be exported from any 

port/country globally. Every shipper utilizing ocean transportation will be required to provide an “enhanced” packing list 

or VGM Certificate in order to have their cargo accepted for loading by the export terminal operator and/or steamship 

line. Please note the following requirements: 

 

Any format should be accepted as long as that format contains “at a minimum” the following information: 

- Description of cargo being shipped 

- References or marks that will allow anyone to identify what shipment the document is for. Container No., PO#, etc…. 

- Number of packaging units (cartons, bales, drums, etc.) 

- Verified Gross Weight of all contents to be shipped. Weight to include: 

o Product Weight 

o The products immediate packaging weight (Blister Pack, inner carton, etc.) 

o The products outer packaging weight (shipping carton and any other packing materials within the master shipping 

carton such as bubble wrap, etc…) 

o Pallet Weight and/or weight of any Dunnage if used. 

- Container Tare Weight for the size container the cargo will be stuffed in. This is for full containers only. Tare Weights 

can be found on our web site at: http://www.shipamerican.com/files/uploads/OCEANEQUIPMENT.pdf  

o For LCL shipments the shipper cannot provide the tare weight as they will not know what type of container their 

cargo will be loaded in. Therefor each forwarder (AIC Asia or other) origin offices must provide/add tare weight of 

container to be used for reporting to the terminal/steamship line when booking a consolidated container with LCL 

shipments contained. 

* All weights indicated above should be totaled for a grand total weight. For multi-container shipments it is 

suggested that contents be grouped by container and sub-totaled with container tare weight for ease of cargo booking. 

- A statement should be included on each Packing List/VGM Certificate that states something similar to:  Cargo listed on 

this Packing List/VGM Certificate has been weighted and cargo listed in accordance with the SOLAS convention as 

amended and effective July 1, 2016. 

- Name of Responsible Person from the actual shipper must appear on the document. Signature must be clear and 

legible. Can be an electronic signature or printed on form as long as a person’s name is clear and legible. This person 

would be an individual or person working for the actual shipper who has knowledge of the facts as to how the 

weighing equipment has been certified as accurate and how that equipment was used to arrive at the weights shown 

on the Packing List/VGM Certificate. 

Notes: 

- We suggest that all shippers simply use the same packing list format they have been using and simply add in the 

additional data elements from above that may be missing. Keep it Simple. 

- We suggest that the enhanced document be labeled Packing List/VGM Certificate. 

- Under NO circumstance is a shipment to be accepted for ocean transportation without having the Packing List/VGM 

Certificate and in the above described format prior to cargo being delivered to the port or CFS station. If this is 

allowed the port or the CFS station may elect to weight the product at the shipper’s expense “or” they could refuse 

delivery whereas the shipper would then need to pay for a second delivery. 

-  Shipper should have internal controls in place to insure that their equipment has been certified as accurate, as well so 

that employees can validate/verify all weights. 

- If a shipper does not weigh all components of a shipment as above they should maintain a Packing List/VGM 

Certificate from their downstream supplier for those components to support all elements of the grand total Verified 

Gross Weight.   

Questions concerning these new requirements please email to: compliance@shipamerican.com 
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