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CBP to Begin “Full ISF Enforcement” 

 

CBP will begin “full [Importer Security Filing] enforcement” on May 14. That will mean 

the local ports will no longer need to go through headquarters before pursuing liquidated damages 

and that the ports will not be required to issue warnings prior to liquidated damages, he said. The 

change, which was expected, will mark the end of a year-long ISF enforcement strategy meant to 

increase the focus on more serious offenders.  

While the ports won’t be required to issue warnings before liquidated damages, it will be up 

to the port whether to continue to do so, he said. “This does not mean, however, that it will be the 

wild West,” he said. The ISF guidance from a year ago still applies and there will continue to be a 

focus on significantly late and repeat offenders. According to CBP sources, the majority of ISF 

violations are late ISFs. CBP continues to encourage filers to be sure to file ISFs late when 

necessary, as late ISFs are much better than no ISF. Filers should also avoid using “flexible filing” 

codes because such filing creates additional problems and the “compliant transaction” is amendable 

“as it is,” he said.  

The ISF carrier requirements for vessel stow plan and container status messages will remain 

the same, he said. There are no immediate plans to add ISF-5 data reporting to rules as the agency 

is still working on a proposed rulemaking to clarify who is responsible to file the ISF-5 data, he 

said. The proposal should come “soon” and after that, CBP will publish a final rule for ISF, sources 

stated. There’s also another frequently asked questions document in the works for ISF.  CBP also 

emphasizes the importance of including a bill of lading match to an ISF. Without a matching bill to 

the ISF, “when that cargo arrives at the port, it’s going to look like no ISF was filed. CBP has 

noted, this is “not something to take lightly”.  

American Shipping Company provides its clients with a full suite of ISF compliance reports to insure that 

our clients are filing an ISF against all shipments, that the ISF is filed timely in accordance with regulation 

and practice and that the data matches the entry and ship to locations. If you’re not already receiving these 

reports or given the fact that full enforcement is immanent should you wish to review your compliance 

report to make sure your company is in full compliance please contact our ISF Management team at ISF 

ISF-NewJersey@shipamerican.com and they will be happy to assist you.  
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