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Canadian Pacific Railway & Union Talks Stall as a Midnight Deadline Approaches 
 

The Canadian Pacific Railway is in talks with two unions that have threatened a work stoppage at 12:01 a.m. Saturday, 
if no agreement is in place by Midnight. The Teamsters Canada and the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers represent a combined 3000 workers, including engineers, conductors and electricians. 
 
Accusations have been made against the railroad by Teamsters Canada citing that workers are being bullied to work 
beyond a “point of exhaustion.” This is occurring as profits have risen sharply for the railroad, posting its best 
performance in the history. 
 
Earlier this week, Keith Creel, Canadian Pacific CEO, noted that he will not leverage long term profitability to get a 
short-term deal accomplished. He further advised there is a contingency plan if the unions proceed to strike. In the 
meantime, Patty Hajdu, the Canadian Labor Minister had advised lawmakers that she expects the parties will remain 
at the negotiating table until a deal is concluded. Those close to the talks believe that this is likely to be a short term 
situation if a work stoppage indeed takes place. 
 
This would the second time in three years negotiation do not get resolved by the deadline and could disrupt the 
second largest rail system in Canada. It will have a direct impact on cargo and commuters. The last work stoppage was 
back in February, 2015 that lasted for only a few days before being resolved through arbitration. 
 
We will monitor the situation closely and provide updates if a disruption indeed takes place. 
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