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 SOLAS – the new Verified Gross Mass requirement effective July 1

st
 2016 

WILL IT AFFECT ME? 
By Marc S Greenberg 

 

The simple answer to anyone shipping via ocean transportation is YES it will, but it's not such 

a huge big deal for most commodities and should be easy to comply with for most. Basically 

anything in a box/carton/bale or any container than can be easily weighed by common 

warehouse handling equipment should be easy. The point is that today everyone provides gross 

weight of a shipment to its logistics providers. Shippers generally prepare a packing list 

showing various different elements of how a shipment has been packed. But in almost all cases 

this common document or "packing list" almost certainly has a gross weight on it. What the 

new rule does is to clarify and codify how everyone needs to weigh a shipment. In other words 

what is included in the full gross weight of what is being shipped in its entirety. But also to 

insure that the weights and measures used to weigh a shipment (or its components) is certified 

to be accurate by a local governing body of the shipper’s domicile state or local governing 

body. Similar to what we have here in the US known as “Office of Weights and Measures”. 

Additionally, this new requirement requires that an individual at the shipper’s premise must 

clearly make his or her name available on the packing list so that if a shipment is declared 

incorrectly weighed that there is a responsible party listed for potential recourse. 

 

As for METHOD of weighing: Basically what needs to be declared is the actual weight of the 

product being shipped, its immediate packaging, its outer packing (all), and if shipped using 

pallets or drums or whatever possible shipping material that 100% of all of it gets weighed and 

added up to the actual gross weight of a shipment. The sum of all this is the "Verified Gross 

Mass" or VGM of the shipment itself (less the ocean container weight). If your shipping in full 

containers, then you would also need to add the gross weight of the container itself. Containers 

weights by size are readily available on the internet. Yes, there is even one on our web site as 

well. If your shipping less than a full container than you will not know what size container will 

be used thus you can only provide the VGM of the shipments itself without the ocean container 

weight. In the case of less than a container load (LCL) the shipper may consider making it 

clear that the VGM shown does not include the weight of the container. 

 

Note --> The shipment does not need to be weighed in its entirety. If the shipper has the 

verified weights of all the components separately either from other weighing processes or 

others in the supply chain containing all the correct data elements – then they can rely on 

multiple documents and accumulate the weight as needed and shown on their finished/packed 

goods "packing list". But please be warned that short of the shippers weighing all components 
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of a shipment themselves, following this cumulative method shippers must make sure they 

have the backup needed for all parts of the shipment as it will be an individual's name on that 

fished goods packing list taking responsibility for the shipper.   

 

So what's the downside if the newly formatted VGM packing list is not available or deemed to 

be inaccurate. CARGO DOESN'T GET LOADED! Bottom line, steamship lines, freight 

forwarders, consolidators will all be looking for more details on the shippers VGM packing list 

(or other VGM document provided by the shipper) that will show that the VGM was recorded 

for all components of a shipment, that the shipper's weights have been validated by a local 

governing authority and that there is a person's name in clear readable English who can be 

identified as the responsible party. If cargo is tendered to any party in the supply chain without 

an expanded VGM packing list detailed as above - cargo will either be refused, or accepted but 

on hold and not loaded for transport. Alternatively, the cargo could be weighted by the 

receiving party at their discretion in its entirety at the cargo owners expense$$$$.  Yes, that is 

correct. In order to keep vessels moving on schedule all parties in the supply chain can opt to 

weigh a shipment to meet schedules but the shipper or consignee would be held liable for the 

expenses to weigh at the terminal or CFS station (consolidation point).  

 

So in simplistic terms, when you examine the above - it's all about insuring that 100% of 

everything going inside a container is weighed accurately (which I am sure most all cargo is 

today already!). And then adding/editing a few data elements to an already existing document 

to meet the new requirement. The packing list will need to be tendered "at the time of cargo 

acceptance" or sooner as dictated by the actual carrier which will vary from carrier to carrier. 

That said, there could be some timing issues from what “vessel loading procedures” are today 

vs. what the carrier/terminals will need to be in order to comply (Example: VGM Cut Off 

Date). But in short, it is our opinion that this isn’t brain surgery here - just a few adjustments in 

an already existing process/document and everyone should be in compliance without much 

pain. 

 

For a visual of what needs to be included in the Verifiable Gross Mass please click (here). 

Noting that Method #1 will most likely only be used for cargo shipped in bulk (not in packages 

of any kind). Most shippers will use Method #2 for cargo packed in packages (cartons, bales, 

barrels, casks, pallets, etc.)  

 

If you have any questions or require support of any kind, please contact your American 

Shipping Co. Inc./American International Cargo Service representative or email us at 

compliance@shipamerican.com.   
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