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 New SOLAS Container Weight Verification Requirements – Effective July 1st 2016 

 

Ocean Carriers in the U.S. are starting to take forceful action to prepare for the Safety of Life at Sea, 
or SOLAS, weight verification rule.  

The JOC recently reported that an ocean carrier equipment management association involving 18 
carriers is using the technical experience it gained while implementing the 24-hour advance filing 
rule imposed back in September 11, 2001, as a guide for how shippers will send Verified Gross 
Mass (VGM) declarations to container lines after the SOLAS weight verification rule takes effect on 
July 1. 

According to the article, the World Shipping Council has handed off the task of data mapping the 
process to the Ocean Carrier Equipment Management Association. Under the rule, shippers are 
required to weigh their cargo using one of two methods and provide a signed VGM to the carrier. 
Under the rule, carriers and terminal operators are barred from loading containers unaccompanied 
by the VGM.   

What OCEMA is doing is process-mapping how carriers today get the information on the 24-hour 
rule, and how they could then do it under the SOLAS VGM.  

Key to the challenge is ensuring a smooth flow of information from the shipper or forwarder to the 
carrier and then to the terminal, where the VGM must, according to the rule, be received early 
enough to be used when building the stowage plan for the ship.  

Some terminals, including Maher at the Port of New York and New Jersey, are saying they won’t 
accept containers through their in-gates without already having received the VGM via electronic 
means.  

For an expanded version of the above article click (HERE) at JOC. 
 
Relevant Links: 

http://www.shipamerican.com/post/infographic.jpg 
http://www.shipamerican.com/post/solas_vgm_industry_faqs_dec_2015_us_letter_web.pdf 

  
 
A summary of the SOLAS convention (highly recommend reading) can be found (here). 
The full text of the SOLAS convention can be found (here). 
 
If you have any questions or require assistance in order to comply, contact us via 
info@shipamercan.com.   
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