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OCEAN CONTAINER WEIGHT VERIFICATION 
 

At the end of 2014, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) adopted amendments to 
the Safety of Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS) that will require every packed export container 
to have a verified container weight as a condition for loading aboard a vessel. This 
requirement will become legally binding on July 1, 2016.  
 
All parties involved in the international transportation of maritime containers – including 
shippers, freight forwarders, packers, NVOCCs, carriers, and marine terminal operators  –  will 
need to take measures to ensure that they are prepared to fulfill the new SOLAS regulatory 
requirement before the implementation date arrives.  In summary, this means that the 
carriers and ports will likely insist that all containers have signed shipper's weight verifications 
prior to the carriers' accepting the cargo for export, whether that point of receipt is a port or 
some inland point.   
 
On behalf of the vessel operators, the World Shipping Council (WSC) has just issued a press 
release advising about this new requirement and urging that all parties in this business take 
the 1 1/2 years remaining to get ready.  In the WSC's words, "There currently is more than a 
year to get ready.  That time should not be wasted.  All parties should use the time that is 
available to understand what will be required of them, and to prepare to be able to meet 
those requirements before July 1, 2016." 
 
In order to help promote an understanding of these SOLAS amendments, the WSC also 
released a three page synopsis of what the SOLAS requires for all containers.  That synopsis 
can be found using the below link and explains that these weights cannot be estimated, but 
must instead be determined through weighing.  In the absence of a verified weight certificate, 
the vessel master will not be permitted to load the container aboard the vessel. 
 
The full text of the SOLAS requirements can be found on the WSC website at: 
 http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/cargo-weight  
 
Should you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact your American 
customer service representative, our export department or Mr. Tim Gartner 
timg@shipamerica.com) for further details.  
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