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Differences in Port ISF Enforcement Among Concerns 

with Stricter Policy, Says Surety Company 

 

CBP’s ability to consistently enforce Importer Security 

Filing (ISF) among different ports is one of several major 

worries for the agency’s new stricter enforcement policy on 

ISF, said surety company Roanoke Trade in an Aug. 27 

report. According to Roanoke, CBP has said it will not 

impose uniformity across the ports for ISF hold and 

liquidated damages, outside of the directions already given 

to the ports from CBP headquarters. CBP began full 

enforcement and assessment of liquidated damages on ISF 

violations in July. 

 

Industry has told CBP is there is a need for consistency 

among ports on policy regarding holds on consolidated 

containers when there is ISF compliance by some house bill 

of lading holders, but not by all. Further, some CBP port 

personnel don’t seem to understand what some new ISF 

hold codes mean, Roanoke said. But despite outreach to 

ports on the new ISF hold codes, CBP has refused to 

impose uniformity because of “port-to-port variations with 

respect to operating concerns and resources,” Roanoke said. 

“We are very concerned by the fact that CBP HQ has stated 

that they will not … impose uniform operations policy upon 

various ports of entry,” said the surety.  

 

Customs Brokers Take to Capitol Hill to Urge Action on 

Customs Bill, GSP, MTB 

 

Members of the National Customs Brokers and Forwarders 

Association of America (NCBFAA) met with lawmakers on 

Capitol Hill Sept. 24 to push them to move forward with 

several pieces of trade legislation. The meetings were part 

of the NCBFAA's Government Affairs Conference. At the 

top of the list of legislation brokers would like to see is a 

customs reauthorization bill, according to a paper 

distributed by the NCBFAA to its members going to the 

Hill. Differences in the House over how the customs bill 

will treat antidumping/countervailing enforcement changes 

has emerged as a sticking point between Republicans and 

Democrats. NCBFAA "strongly supports passage of a 

robust customs reauthorization bill that provides firm 

direction to revitalize CBP's commercial trade facilitation 

and enforcement function," the paper said. 

CBP Would Stay Largely Open During Government 

Shutdown, But Other Large Trade Impacts Seen 

 

Core CBP functions will not immediately be affected by the 

federal government shutdown that took effect Oct. 1, 

according to a detailed operating plan issued by the 

Department of Homeland Security. Given revenue 

collection’s status as a critical function, CBP estimated that 

52,673, of its 59,561 employees will be "exempt and 

estimated to be retained during a federal funding hiatus.” 

"At the moment we are seeing no impact insofar as 

Customs’ handling of cargo," said Darrell Sekin, president 

of the National Customs Brokers and Forwarders 

Association of America.  

 

While the government shutdown will affect many agencies, 

most dealing with freight transportation will not see an 

impact, said Airforwarders Association Executive Director 

Brandon Fried, citing government statements that most 

DHS employees are expected to stay on the job, including 

uniformed agents and officers at the country's borders and 

ports of entry, members of the Coast Guard, Transportation 

Security Administration officers and other law enforcement 

officers. TSA cargo inspectors will be on the job 

conducting cargo inspection activity as usual, he said, and 

air traffic controllers will remain on the job. 

 

FMC Working with State Department, Maritime 

Administration on China VAT Issue 

 

The Federal Maritime Commission is working with the 

State Department and the Maritime Administration in its 

review of China's Value-Added Tax (VAT) Program, said 

FMC Commissioner Rebecca Dye during the National 

Customs Brokers and Forwarders Association of America 

Government Affairs Conference Sept. 23. The FMC said 

recently it would take a closer look at the VAT program and 

its potential negative impacts on international commerce 

between the U.S. and China. Dye declined to go into much 

detail on the inquiry because official discussions thus far 

have been during closed meetings. The issue is considered a 

law enforcement issue and will not go through the typical 

complaint process, she said. The agency has said it is 

"considering a range of options to obtain further clarity on 

the application of this new tax regime." 

http://ci41.actonsoftware.com/acton/fs/blocks/ftaf/a/5777/m/s-0002-1308/r/l-0007:6ab/
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/dhs-lapse-contingency-plan-09-27-2013_0.pdf
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No Shutdown Food Safety Effect, Says Industry Official 

 

The government shutdown could slow movement of food 

cargo, but it won’t impact food safety, said Ben England of 

FDAImports.com in a blog post. Inspection of higher-risk 

shipments is considered critical, and will continue despite 

the shutdown, he said. But for other shipments, import 

inspections and sampling will slow as FDA prioritizes 

based on risk. And the true impact could depend on whether 

FDA reduces electronic screening rates. If not, FDA will 

continue issuing electronic holds on imported food that 

cannot be followed up on, causing unnecessary delays.  

 

FTC Proposes Update to Wool Labeling Rules 

 

The Federal Trade Commission is proposing changes to its 

regulations on wool labeling, as part of a broader effort to 

modernize its labeling rules that has already seen proposals 

on textiles and fur products. The proposed rule largely 

mirrors changes to the textile labeling rules proposed in 

May. The proposal would relax fiber content disclosure 

requirements on hang tags, clarify definitions on cashmere 

and virgin or new wool, update the definition of country of 

origin to match CBP’s interpretation, and make changes to 

guaranty provisions. Comments on the proposed rule are 

due by Nov. 25. 

 

FDA Issues Final Regs on Unique Identifiers on Medical 

Devices 

 

The Food and Drug Administration issued its final 

regulations on unique device identifiers (UDIs) on the 

labels of medical devices and device packages. The final 

rule creates several exceptions to UDI requirements, 

including class I devices not subject to CGMP 

requirements. The UDI system will be phased in over a five 

year period, with marking of class III devices required by 

2014, class II devices by 2016, and class I and all other 

devices by 2018. 

 

China Currency Retaliation Would Hurt Recovery, 

Says AAFA 

 

U.S. employment and economic recovery will suffer if the 

Obama Administration retaliates against Chinese currency 

manipulation, the American Apparel and Footwear 

Association in a letter to the U.S. Trade Representative 

Sept. 20. The administration should instead address Chinese 

currency through a multilateral approach that emphasizes 

dialogue, Burke said. “China, in many cases, is the only 

growing market for U.S. brands and retailers,” Burke said. 

“This holds true for many other U.S. industries as well.” 

CBP Finalizes Colombia TPA Customs Regs 

 

CBP adopted as final, with some minor modifications, the 

regulations that were published in the Sept. 26, 2012, 

Federal Register to implement the preferential tariff 

treatment and other customs-related provisions of the U.S.-

Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. No comments had 

been submitted in response to the 2012 notice, CBP said. 

 

Vietnam Frozen Fish Fillets: AD New Shipper Review 

Begins for Thanh Hung 

 

The Commerce Department initiated an antidumping duty 

new shipper review on frozen fish fillets from Vietnam (A-

522-801) at the request of Thanh Hung Co., Ltd. for 

merchandise it produces and exports to the U.S. Commerce 

will determine if the company, which does business as 

Thanh Hung Frozen Seafood Processing Import Export Co., 

is eligible for an estimated AD cash deposit rate other than 

the non-market economy-wide entity rate it currently 

receives. Commerce will instruct CBP to allow, at the 

option of the importer, the posting of a bond or security, in 

lieu of an AD cash deposit, for entries of the subject 

merchandise both produced and exported by Thanh Hung, 

until completion of the review. 

 

CBP San Francisco Outlines Containerized Cargo Seal 

Enforcement 

 

CBP will do an inspection when it encounters containers 

with seals that appear to be tampered with, said the CBP 

San Francisco field office in an information notice. CBP 

may also pursue penalty action against the responsible 

parties for missing and incorrect seal information and for 

manifest discrepancy, it said. Maritime containers in transit 

to the U.S. by vessel are required to be sealed with the seal 

meeting the ISO/PAS 17712 standard. Email 

info@shipamerican.com for a copy of the notice. 

 

FDA Drug and Device Facility Registration Period 

Begins Oct. 1 

 

The period for drug and device facilities to renew their 

registration with the Food and Drug Administration began 

Oct. 1, and will run until Dec. 31. FDA’s website includes 

more information on the annual registration requirement for 

drug and device facilities. The registration fee for fiscal 

year 2014 is $3,313, an increase of over $700 from last 

year. FDA said facilities will not actually be able to register 

on Oct. 1, because during the federal government shutdown 

that began on that date the agency will not be able to collect 

user fees.  

http://www.fdaimports.com/blog/fda-shutdown-effect-food-safety/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-09-20/pdf/2013-22919.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-09-24/pdf/2013-23059.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-09-24/pdf/2013-23059.pdf
http://www.wewear.org/assets/1/7/092013_China_WTO_Comments.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-10-01/pdf/2013-23837.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-09-27/pdf/2013-23635.pdf
mailto:info@shipamerican.com
http://www.fdaimports.com/blog/fda-registration-renewal/
http://www.fdaimports.com/blog/fda-registration-renewal/
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/GuidanceComplianceRegulatoryInformation/DrugRegistrationandListing/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/DeviceRegulationandGuidance/HowtoMarketYourDevice/RegistrationandListing/default.htm

