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White House Renews Plan for Section 301 Tariffs on 

Goods From China 

 

The White House will resume plans to impose 25 percent 

tariffs on some $50 billion worth of goods from China, it 

announced on May 29. The announcement came slightly 

over a week after the Trump administration said it would 

put the Section 301 tariffs on hold while the U.S. and China 

formalize a deal between the countries. A final list will be 

announced by June 15 and "tariffs will be imposed on those 

imports shortly thereafter," the White House said. 

 

The White House also announced additional steps it will 

take to "protect domestic technology and intellectual 

property, stop noneconomic transfers of industrially 

significant technology and intellectual property to China, 

and enhance access to the Chinese market." The U.S. will 

"request that tariffs and taxes between the two countries be 

reciprocal in nature and value" and will work toward 

"resolving long-standing structural issues and expanding 

our exports by eliminating China’s severe import 

restrictions," the White House said. 

 

New "investment restrictions and enhanced export controls 

for Chinese persons and entities related to the acquisition of 

industrially significant technology" are also coming, it said. 

"The proposed investment restrictions and enhanced export 

controls will be announced by June 30, 2018, and they will 

be implemented shortly thereafter." The White House said 

in a fact sheet that "China has consistently taken advantage 

of the American economy with practices that undermine 

fair and reciprocal trade." 

 

USTR Launches Second GSP Eligibility Review of 

Thailand 

 

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative is beginning a 

second inquiry into whether Thailand should remain 

eligible for the Generalized System of Preferences program, 

USTR said in a May 17 press release. The review was 

requested by the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC), 

which alleges Thailand is not providing fair market access 

to U.S. pork products. The review comes in addition to a 

separate eligibility review launched at the request of the 

AFL-CIO labor union in 2015. 

CBP Considering Trusted Trader Benefits for E-

Commerce Compliance 

 

CBP is considering offering trusted trader benefits to those 

in the e-commerce world as a way to improve compliance, 

said John Leonard, executive director-trade policy and 

programs at CBP, during a May 2 panel discussion at the 

National Customs Brokers & Forwarders Association of 

America's annual conference. The hope is to "incentivize all 

these new actors in this space to improve the platforms and 

marketplaces, etc., to be more compliant," he said. "Part of 

that could involve the Trusted Trader program" and the 

Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism program, he 

said. CBP "is looking at this very closely." 

 

The U.S. successfully rolled back some pieces of a World 

Customs Organization policy resolution that was released 

last year in an effort to develop a framework, Leonard said. 

That draft caused a lot of "consternation" in the U.S. 

because the release was very "sudden" with only an "ad hoc 

and informal" review process, he said. Several issues seem 

a bit "too far reaching" and CBP made some progress last 

month to "scale the document back" and make it more 

realistic," he said. Now, there's a two-page document with 

15 standards that the WCO Policy Council will consider in 

June, Leonard said. 

 

CBP has yet to officially announce its plans for Section 321 

entry policies due to the ongoing NAFTA negotiations, 

Leonard said. The agency hopes to offer details soon and 

"we fully expect a vibrant role for the custom house 

broker," Leonard said. CBP is expected to allow for 

multiple options for filing Section 321 entries, including by 

manifest and in the Automated Broker Interface. 

 

CBP is set to lay out in a document to lawmakers some new 

statutory authorities that would help the agency oversee e-

commerce, Leonard said. CBP said it would provide Sen. 

Ron Wyden, D-Ore., by May 4 with some potential 

legislative changes that would help the agency. With help 

from industry, "we've got some really good policy legal 

asks that we're going to go to the Hill on, on areas that we 

can better regulate this space, so we will be sharing that 

with you as soon as the Hill takes a look at it and provide 

their guidance," he said. 

http://www.shipamerican.com/
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PGAs List Plans for New Regulations in Unified Agenda 

 

The Trump administration looks set to continue its focus on 

deregulation, judging by its recently released Spring 2018 

unified regulatory agenda. Regulatory agencies with a hand 

in trade laid out their plans to harmonize and streamline 

regulatory requirements, including a modernized seafood 

inspection program and an update to Toxic Substances 

Control Act chemical data reporting requirements. On the 

other hand, regulatory plans also include enforcement 

measures, including procedures for Commerce scope 

rulings during CBP investigations of antidumping and 

countervailing duty evasion and increased oversight over 

organic imports. 

 

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service for the first 

time announced plans to seek comments on a Lacey Act 

implementation plan for composite plant materials, it said 

the Agriculture Department agenda. “We are soliciting 

public comment on regulatory options that could address 

certain issues that have arisen with the implementation of 

the declaration requirement,” APHIS said. Meanwhile, a 

plan to propose an exception to the Lacey Act declaration 

requirement for products containing a minimal amount of 

plant materials remains on the APHIS agenda.  

 

A proposed rule listed in FDA’s fall 2017 regulatory agenda 

would remove requirements under the Foreign Supplier 

Verification regulations, as well as preventive controls and 

produce safety rules, for certain written assurance 

requirements for food with hazards controlled by a 

downstream customer. Importers would “no longer be 

required to obtain written assurance from the customer that 

the identified hazard will be controlled,” though they would 

still have to notify the downstream processor that the hazard 

has not been addressed. FDA announced an indefinite 

enforcement discretion policy for written assurance 

requirements in January. 

 

FDA Extends Deadlines for Nutrition Label Changes 

 

The Food and Drug Administration will extend the 

compliance dates by about one and a half years for two 

recent final rules changing requirements for nutrition facts 

labeling for food, as proposed, the agency said in a notice. 

Compliance with the new regulations, which would revise 

the information required and formatting on nutrition facts 

labels and increase recommended serving sizes, will be 

required by January 2020 for most food manufacturers, and 

January 2021 for small businesses. The requirements were 

previously to take effect in July 2018 and July 2019, 

respectively.  

FDA Adds New Supplier Evaluation Tool  

 

The Food and Drug Administration has updated the 

Supplier Evaluation Resources page of its online Data 

Dashboard to help importers and manufacturers meet the 

requirements of the Foreign Supplier Verification Program 

regulations and other rules issued under the Food Safety 

Modernization Act, it said in a constituent update. A new 

search function allows users to input their suppliers and get 

a report back that includes data on inspections; compliance 

actions taken by FDA, including injunctions and seizures; 

recalls; and import refusals, as well as any import alerts or 

warning letters that mention the firm. The new tool can be 

used by importers seeking to meet the FSVP requirement 

for evaluation of a supplier’s performance and the risk 

associated with the food, a process that includes evaluating 

a supplier’s compliance with FDA regulations "such as 

whether the supplier is subject to an FDA warning letter, 

import alert, or other FDA compliance action related to 

food safety,” FDA said.  

 

DHS to Waive 100% Scanning Another Two Years 

 

The Department of Homeland Security will again waive a 

requirement for 100 percent scanning on U.S.-bound 

maritime cargo containers, a CBP spokesman said in an 

email. DHS is allowed under law to delay implementation 

of the requirement by two years as needed. It has been 

pushed back several times, most recently in 2016. The 

current waiver is set to expire in June, the spokesman said.  

CBP Commissioner Kevin McAleenan explained the 

agency's position on the issue in response to written 

questions from lawmakers in October.  

 

FDA Releases Guide on Extended FSMA Deadlines 

 

The Food and Drug Administration on May 11 released a 

small entity compliance guide to help small businesses 

comply with newly extended deadlines under the Food 

Safety Modernization Act. The three-page document refers 

small businesses to a January guidance document on FDA’s 

decision to exercise enforcement discretion for written 

assurance requirements under FSMA, including the Foreign 

Supplier Verification Program regulations, for importers 

and other facilities relying on downstream customers to 

control food safety hazards. The guidance also said FDA 

would not enforce certain requirements for food contact 

substances, some facilities that conduct farm-related 

activities but aren’t considered farms, as well as human 

food facilities that perform certain manufacturing and 

processing activities for "by-products" that will become 

animal food. 

http://www.shipamerican.com/
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