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CBP Begins Issuing GSP Refunds After April 22 

CBP was set to begin issuing refunds on duties paid on 

Generalized System of Preferences qualifying goods while 

the program was lapsed "shortly after" April 22, the agency 

said on its website. President Donald Trump signed GSP 

renewal into law on March 23 and it took effect on April 

22, the U.S. Trade Representative said. Importers must file 

refund requests by Sept. 19, USTR said. 

 

The law allows for importers to receive retroactive GSP 

benefits after the program expired at the end of last year. 

"Shortly after April 22, 2018, CBP will begin refunding 

GSP duties without interest, to the importer of record, for 

goods on entry summaries filed with SPI 'A' preceding the 

tariff number, during the lapse period," CBP said. Importers 

should "continue to flag GSP-eligible importations with the 

SPI 'A' and pay normal trade relations (column 1) duty rates 

until the effective date of the Act, April 22, 2018, at which 

time programming will obviate the duty payment." 

 

Importers can seek duty refunds for entry summaries during 

the GSP lapse that didn't include a special indicator, CBP 

said. "Refund requests may be submitted as letters, Post 

Summary Corrections (PSC) or Protests. (Although the 

refund request may be submitted as a protest, do note that it 

is not truly a protest)." CBP will "begin processing these 

claims only after processing those submitted at entry 

summary," it said. For importations before GSP expired, 

"CBP will not allow post-importation GSP claims made via 

PSC or protest," it said.  

 

Trump Asks Staff to Explore Returning US to TPP 

President Donald Trump instructed staff members to 

explore having the U.S. rejoin the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership, during an April 12 meeting on trade with 

Congress members and governors from farm states. Sen. 

Ben Sasse, R-Neb., said in a statement: “The best thing the 

United States can do to push back against Chinese cheating 

now is to lead the other eleven Pacific nations that believe 

in free trade and the rule of law. It is good news that today 

the President directed Larry Kudlow and ... [U.S. Trade 

Representative Robert] Lighthizer to negotiate U.S. entry 

into TPP.” 

 

ACE Filing Requirements for High-Risk Seafood to 

Apply to Shrimp and Abalone Beginning Dec. 31 

Shrimp and abalone will be subject to new permitting, 

recordkeeping and ACE filing requirements for high-risk 

seafood beginning Dec. 31, 2018, the National Marine 

Fisheries Service said in a final rule. After being 

temporarily stayed following NMFS’ establishment in 2016 

of the Seafood Import Monitoring Program (SIMP), the 

agency is now moving ahead with implementation of the 

program for shrimp and abalone, in response to recently 

passed legislation in Congress. The Consolidated 

Appropriations Act of 2018 directed NMFS to lift the stay, 

which had initially been set so the agency could put in place 

a similar traceability program for domestic farmed shrimp 

and abalone. Enacted on March 23, the legislation also 

directs NMFS to move forward with its domestic 

aquaculture rule. 

 

As of Dec. 31, “importers of shrimp and abalone species 

will be required to obtain an International Fisheries Trade 

Permit,” file harvest and landing data at time of entry in 

ACE and maintain supply chain records for two years after 

entry, NMFS said. The agency intends to allow for testing 

in the ACE certification environment before filing goes 

live, it said. “For products harvested prior to the compliance 

date, U.S. importers should work with their foreign 

suppliers to ensure that the harvest event and supply chain 

records are available for any entries made on or after 

December 31, 2018.” 

 

GSP Review Begun for India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan 

India's eligibility for the Generalized System of Preferences 

is being evaluated after petitions from American dairy 

interests and medical device manufacturers who 

complained about Indian trade policies on those products. 

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, which 

announced the review of India, Indonesia and Kazakhstan 

on April 12, had mentioned India's pricing controls on knee 

replacements and stents as a trade irritant in its annual trade 

report. India is the top beneficiary of GSP. The release 

about the review said that USTR decided to re-examine 

Indonesia's eligibility because of its barriers to U.S. services 

and goods, and Kazakhstan because of its labor policies.  

 

http://www.shipamerican.com/
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/priority-issues/trade-agreements/special-trade-legislation/generalized-system-preferences
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/gsp/FAQs%20GSP%20Renewal%20March%202018.pdf
https://www.sasse.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=press-releases&id=F529B66E-DEB5-4203-B39A-B694C61DD8C5
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/04/24/2018-08553/magnuson-stevens-fishery-conservation-and-management-act-lifting-the-stay-on-inclusion-of-shrimp-and
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/april/ustr-announces-new-gsp-eligibility
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Treasury, USTR Officials to Talk Trade in China 

Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin will lead a delegation to 

China to discuss trade issues, including potential Section 

301 tariffs, President Donald Trump said during a press 

conference April 24. Mnuchin, joined by U.S. Trade 

Representative Robert Lighthizer, will discuss unfair 

intellectual property rights issues that led the U.S. to 

propose the 25 percent tariffs under Section 301. Tariffs 

will be levied "unless we make a trade deal. I think we've 

got a very good chance of making a deal," Trump said in a 

meeting earlier in the day. 

 

There may be "a little bit more clarity about the U.S.'s next 

steps" after Mnuchin and Lighthizer return, Eric Emerson, 

Steptoe & Johnson's international trade practice chairman, 

said while moderating a panel April 25 on the Section 301 

actions. A pledge by China to buy an additional $100 

billion in U.S. products so that the 301 enforcement action 

is dropped would be a disservice to businesses who want to 

sell in China, according to panelist Erin Ennis, head of 

government affairs for the U.S.-China Business Council. 

Ennis said that while the trade deficit is a legitimate issue to 

address with China, it has nothing to do with the intellectual 

property violations that the Section 301 process is supposed 

to address. "We have to get away from the idea there is one 

big thing China can do," she said. 

 

EPA Allows More Time for Comments on Proposed 

TSCA User Fees 

The Environmental Protection Agency is extending until 

May 24 the period for comments on proposed new user fees 

for activities it conducts under Sections 4, 5 and 6 of the 

Toxic Substances Control Act. Under the February 

proposed rule, the user fees, which reach from about $1,000 

to into the millions of dollars, would begin on Oct. 1, 2018. 

Authorized by the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for 

the 21st Century Act, the user fees will allow EPA to 

“defray some of the costs of administering certain TSCA 

requirements,” it said. The proposed fees would apply to 

manufacturers, including importers, that are required to 

submit information by a test rule, test order or enforceable 

consent agreement under TSCA Section 4; that submit 

notification or information related to intent to manufacture 

a new chemical or significant new use of a chemical under 

TSCA Section 5; or that manufacture a chemical substance 

subject to a risk evaluation, including at the request of a 

manufacturer or importer, under TSCA Section 6(b). Lower 

fees would apply for small businesses. EPA also said it has 

completed additional analysis on small business size 

definitions. 

 

Most Products on Section 301 Tariff List Now Duty-

Free; Some Overlap With Section 232 Tariffs 

The slew of trade remedies "changes everything" for 

importers, making programs like drawback and foreign-

trade zones more valuable to companies that previously 

didn't need to consider such options, said Amie Ahanchian, 

KPMG managing director, Trade and Customs Services, 

during an April 16 KPMG webinar. Of the 1,333 tariff lines 

on the Section 301 list, about 60 percent, or around 800 line 

items, are duty-free today, she said. That means "if you're 

importing these items, you may not have ever considered a 

customs planning strategy because there were no duties to 

mitigate in the current trade environment," she said. 

 

Any Section 301 tariffs probably won't take effect before 

July, "based on what we're seeing on how the timeline is 

playing out," said George Zaharatos, a principal in KPMG's 

trade and customs practice. "Section 301 action may be 

taken as early as June," with another 30 days allowed 

before full implementation, he said. USTR will consider 

comments on the list submitted by May 11 and hold a 

hearing on the proposed tariffs on May 15 at the 

International Trade Commission in Washington. Requests 

to appear at the hearing are due April 23, and post-hearing 

rebuttal comments are due May 22. KPMG's Euroasia 

Group gives the likelihood of some type of Section 301 

tariff going forward at 60 percent, he said. 

 

EPA Releases Preliminary 'Active-Inactive' List of 

TSCA Chemicals; Over 40,000 Set to Require 

Notification 

The Environmental Protection Agency recently published a 

list of Toxic Substances Control Act chemicals reported as 

active or inactive for the purposes of upcoming notification 

requirements for manufacturers and importers. Products 

listed as inactive in the eventual final version of this list will 

require a submission to EPA at least 30 days prior to 

importation or manufacture beginning in 2019. Required by 

a 2017 final rule that was in turn mandated by the TSCA 

reform legislation passed by Congress, the preliminary list 

includes chemicals reported as active by manufacturers 

before EPA’s Feb. 7 deadline, as well as chemical reporting 

from other EPA sources. Chemical processors have until 

October to send EPA their reports on whether they use 

chemicals identified on the preliminary list. The 

preliminary list shows half of the over 80,000 chemicals on 

the existing TSCA inventory were manufactured, imported 

and processed from June 2006 through June 2017, and may 

be deemed active, according to an alert from the law firm 

Wiley Rein.  

http://www.shipamerican.com/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-president-macron-france-joint-press-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-president-macron-france-joint-press-conference/
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